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SPIG covers all the bases at San Francisco AEJMC

By Margo Wilson
SPIG Vice Co-Head

I’ve booked my airline ticket and
hotel room. Looks like I"m going
to San Francisco! [ can’t wait.

I hope many of you are plan-
ning to attend the AEJMC con-
ference, Aug. 2-5, at the Marriott

San Francisco. There are preconvention panels on Aug. 1, as well.
For a preview of the convention program, follow this link to sec a
rough draft: http://www.agjme.org/convention/06convention/pro-
gram_copy/index.htm

Terry Dalton has worked hard to put together a panel of Pulit-
zer-Prize-winning journalists. John Hanc has recruited Roy Peter
Clark of the Poynter Institute, among others, to speak at his panel
on freedom of speech in the newsroom and classroom. Ron Hol-
lander has pulled together a panel that will take up some of the
issues tecently discussed on the listserv about where journalism
thrives best — an English department, a communications depart-
ment, or?

There also should be a lively discussion from panelists discuss-
ing the pleasures and pitfalls of Web-based teaching and learn-
ing. For the second year in a row, SPIG is sponsoring a refereed
research paper session. And, once again we are participating in the
Great Ideas for Teachers poster session.

Make sure to pencil in the SPIG business meeting at 6:45 p.m.
Thursday, followed by a trip to a San Francisco restaurant. Yum.
Hope to see you there.

The SPIG panels include:

* Wednesday, 10 a.m. A Refereed Research Paper panel, moder-
ated by Mary Carmen Cupito of Northern Kentucky University,
with Jack Zibluk of Arkansas State serving as the discussant.
Those presenting papers are:

-- Ann Auman of the University of Hawaii on Teamn Teaching in a
Converged Curricufum;

-- Ken Rosenauer, Bob Bergland and Ann Thorne of Missouri
Western State on Grading Students in the Small Program Journal-
ism Workshop Course;

-- Kimberly Wilmot Voss and Lance Speere of Southern Illinois-
Edwardsville on Plagiarism Policies in a Post-Blair World; What
Did J-Schools Learn?

* Wednesday, 1:30 p.m. SPIG and the Community College Jour-
nalism Association co-sponsor: “Where Does Journalism Belong?
Finding a Happy Home in a Liberal Arts Setting.” Ron Hollander
of Montclair State will moderate. Panelists are:

-- John Neal, Brookhaven

-- James Sernoe, Midwestern

-- James Simon, Fairfield

-- Sally Turner, Eastern Illinois

* Wednesday, 3:15 p.m. Great Ideas for Teachers Poster Session,
Mini-Plenary sponsored with the Community College Journalism
Association, Scholastic Journalism, and International Communi-
cation Division,

* Thursday, 5 p.m. “You Can’t Say That! Freedom of Speech Un-
der Fire in the Newsroom and the Classroom.” John Hanc of New
York Institute of Technology will moderate. Panelists are:

—@. Stuart Adam, Carleton

-- Roy Peter Clark, Poynter Institute

-- Brian Steffen, Simpson

-- Patricia Swann, Utica

* Thursday, 6:45 p.m. SPIG Business Meeting, with President
Jack Zibluk, Arkansas State, presiding.

* Thursday, 8:30 p.m. SPIG Off-Site Social. We will join the
Community College Journalism Association at a San Francisco
restaurant.

* Friday, 1:30 p.m. SPIG and the Community College Journal-
1sm Association co-sponsor “Web-Based Classes: A New Way to
Learn or a New Way to Burn?” Margo Wilson of California of |
Pennsylvania will moderate. Panelists are:

-- Karie Hollerbach, Southeast Missouri State

— Ann Colbert, Indiana, Purdue

-- Beverly Bailey, Tulsa

-- James Simon, Fairfield

* Friday, 3:15 p.m. SPIG and the Magazine Division co-sponsor
“Hot Topics™ Panel of Pulitzer-Prize-Winning Journalists. Terry

Dalton of McDaniel will moderate. (For a full description of this
panel, see Terry Dalton’s article on page 3.)
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SPIG Milestones

New York Institute of Technology’s John Hanc was selected first
recipient of the Mentor Award, from the Public Reiations Profes-
sionals of Long Island. (Many of their members took his writing
clags at NYIT). John reports that in his acceptance speech, he
“ticked off” a few of those in attendance by saying...

“There’s a certain degree of irony here. The fact that I'm getting
an award from PRPLI, when in actuality T spend a good part of my
working day ignoring PR. people: deleting their e-mail pitches, not
teturning their phone calls. ., In fact, the class that I teach at NYIT
that may have precipitated this award includes — every semester —a
planned rant in which I go through badly written or way-off-target
press releases that I’ve received and rip them to shreds in front of
the students.”

ok

Ron Hollander, SP1G co-vice chair, of Montclair State University
in New Jersey, has been reporting for The Baltimore Sun this sum-
mer under an American Society of Newspaper Editors Excellence
in Journalism fellowship funded by the Knight Foundation. Ron
has been working for both the metro and state desks doing report-
ing ranging from breaking news in the inner city to regional trend
pieces.

Hek sk

The Student Newspaper Survival Guide by Rachele Kanigel will
be published by Blackwell Publishing in August. The book is a
handbook/textbook on all aspects of publishing a student news-
paper for students working on college papers and the advisers and
business managers who work with them. You can find out more
about the book at http://collegenewspaper.org. Kanigel is an as-
sistant professor of journalism at San Francisco State University,
where she advises Golden Gate [X]press publications.

Fkk

Former SP1G Head James Simon has been promoted to full pro-

fessor at Fairfield University.
kg

Denny Wilkins, an associate professor of journalism at St. Bo-
naventure University, received the annual university award for pro-
fessional excellence in teaching at this year’s commencement.

August 2006
San Francisso
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‘Hot Topics’ Panel to highlight Pulitzer Prize winners

By Terry Dalton
McDaniel College

The Pulitzer Prize. It even sounds prestigious, doesn’t it? Indeed,
all the letters in Prize can be found in the word Pulitzer. And on Fri-
day afternoon of convention week, six 2006 Pulitzer Prize winners
may be found in room Pacific I of the Marriott.

There, they will talk about their stories or, in one case, their photo-
graphs that captured journalism’s highest award back in early April.
They will also comment on the impact that their articles or pictures
had once they were published. And without a doubt, all six of them
will answer questions near the end of this “hot topic” panel spon-
sored by SPIG and co-sponsored by the Magazine division.

The six journalists who said “yes” when they were asked by me
or my colleague, Scott Fosdick, if they would fly to San Francisco
in August and share their stories with us represent newspapers or
news services from coast to coast. In 2005, they wrote about or pho-
tographed a member of Congress who took bribes and later resigned
in disgrace, a high-powered Washington lobbyist named Abramoft
and the public officials who could not resist him, an obscure mental
hospital in Oregon that was rife with abuses, and, of course, Hurri-
cane Katrina and the myriad lessons we have learned from that epic
natural disaster.

Two of the panelists, Jerry Kammer and Marc Stern, work for
the same news outlet — Copley News Service — and did much of
the reporting that eventually did in California Congressman Randy
{Duke) Cunningham, now a prisoner following his conviction for
accepting a string of bribes from those who sought his influence.
When we explained to Jerry and Marc that we could not afford to
reimburse both of them for their travel costs, they said that was OK,
one of them would pay his own way in order to be on the panel.

In fact, Scott and § worried a lot about losing prospective panel-
ists who needed more than their travel expenses covered. And it did
happen, more than once. There’s no need to identify the paper, but

Head says: SPIG is the model

Continuned from cover

These issues matter, and they matter much more than audience per-
ceptions of media portrayals of socially constructed gender roles of
British Columbian curling champions, circa 1908. Or the hegemo-
ny of macrofanna in nature magazine coverage (protozoan activists
unite!). You get the point.

That’s not what we talk about, and it seems AEIMC is listening,
Maybe once upon a time, we members of non-marquee programs
bonded together in a sort-of support group for those who weren’t
members of the esteemed research 1 crowd. Maybe there was a
little inferiority there. Maybe there still is among some of us.

Well, there’s no reason for it. I find our group is the least BS of any
academic organization with which I have been associated. We care
about our students, and we care about our profession. And that pro-
fession is journalism education more than it is producing arcane,

two of its Pulitzer winners expressed a strong interest in being
on the panel, only to find out that their employer was unwilling
to pay any of their expenses.

Scott and 1 joked that we needed more papers like the Portland
Oregonian, which volunteered to pay all of editorial writer Doug
Bates” expenses. Other papers, like the Dallas Morning News
and New Orleans Times-Ficayune, offered to pick up the non-
travel expenses of photographer Barbara Davidson and reporter
Brian Thevenot, respectively, if we would agree to cover their
round-trip airfare.

Other Pulitzer winners headed for San Francisco, such as
Susan Schmidt at The Washington Post — one of three Post re-
porters who uncovered the Jack Abramoff scandal — wanted to
attend the convention so badly that she is paying a portion of her
expenses out of her own pocket.

I think Scott would agree that the vast majority of Pulitzer win-
ners that we contacted over a period of six weeks were a pleasure
to deal with, Even those who turned us down almost unfailingly
praised the idea of bringing professional journalists and journal-
ism educators into the same room. At the Rocky Mountain News
in Colorado — which won two Pulitzers -- feature writing winner
Jim Sheeler told me he would have loved the opportunity to be
on our panel but a summer vacation commitment made it impos-
sible for him to accept our invitation.

We regret that Jim Sheeler can’t be with us in San Francisco,
but we’re delighted that six other 2006 Pulitzer winners will be
there. Imagine how much work must have gone into their com-
bined efforts. Think about how much we can learn from them.
Consider the number of ways we can use their stories and their
photographs to inspire our students.

The Pulitzer session is titled, “A Gathering of 2006 Pulitzer
Prize Winners: How They Did It, What It All Means.” It will
take place on Friday, Aug. 4, from 3:15 to 4:45. See you there.

for journalism education

esoteric and obscure works in dusty journals nobody reads.
Many of us, me included, continue journalism careers. That fu-
els our classes and keeps them relevant. And sometimes, we even
get paid for it.

There is a lot of value to our professional activities and our
classroom activities. And our research, when we have time to do
it, supports our professional and teaching activities. It doesn’t
distract us. Not much anyway.

The bottom line is that the people [ have talked to about SPTIG
and SPIG issues in the last year are models of what journalism
education should be. As a group, we are becoming leaders in
education, not followers. Qur activities at the convention will
showcase that role, and they should continue to do so.

It’s a pleasure to be associated with this organization.
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