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OVERVIEW 
• “iPadJournos” Mobile and Social Media 

Reporting Project: 
• Special topics course in 2012-2013 
• Support from VCU Center for Teaching 
Excellence and AEJMC Knight Bridge Grant 

• Class moved out of PC lab and students 
equipped with iPad reporting kits 

• Capstone course in fall semester 2013 
covered gubernatorial election in Virginia 





MEDIA PARTNER 



WORK FLOW 
• Students buy a basic set of multimedia production 

apps (iMovie for video editing) 

• Students present and explore additional apps with 
their iPads as class assignment 

• Story pitches with media partner in Facebook group 

• Story writing and editing in Google Drive 

• Students engage in Twitter discussions with hashtag 
#iPadJournos 

• Videos on YouTube and Instagram 



REPORTING KIT 



STUDENT LEARNING 
• Publication opportunity secures high motivation 

and engagement of student reporters 
• Mobile technology improves communication in 

and outside the classroom 
• Photo and video shoots, social media reporting 

in the field directly from the iPads 
• Reporting in fast-pace news environment at all 

times of the day and week: Students report, 
professor edits, TV producer publishes 

• Social media content curation 



NEWS CONTENT 

30 
multimedia 

stories 
published in 

fall 2013 



NEWS CONTENT 



FUTURE OF THE PROJECT 

• “iPadJournos” project will be taught for the fourth 
time in the fall semester 2014 as a capstone in the 
VCU print-online journalism program  

• Students will cover local government and fall 
elections with original reporting and news curation 

• New iPad reporting kits purchased (see equipment 
details at www.marcusmessner.com) 

• Class will move into interactive learning space in fall 
semester 2014 (VCU Learning Studio) 
 
 

http://www.marcusmessner.com/


VCU LEARNING STUDIO 



QUESTIONS? 
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